Taking Photoshop to the next level

B BY BEN WILLMORE

Fixing Odd Behaviors in Photoshop

Changing even one checkbox in Photoshop can cause the most unexpected behavior, and it’s especially
evident when you work on someone else’s computer. Recently, when | was teaching at the Lepp Institute,
I ran into a few of those oddities and here’s how | fixed them.
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Eyedropper changes Background

If the Eyedropper tool (I) changes the
Background color instead of the Fore-
ground color, then you're either holding
the Option (PC: Alt) key or you've got a
really obscure setting active. To fix this
behavior, choose Window>Color and
click on the Foreground swatch that’s
shown in the upper left of the Color
palette. Clicking on the Background
swatch causes the Eyedropper tool to
change the Background color—a great

of the brush.

If that doesn't solve it, your next
stop should be Photoshop (PC: Edit)>
Preferences and choose Display & Cursors.
If either your Painting Cursors or Other
Cursors is set to Precise, then that’s the
culprit. You'll want to change the Other
Cursors setting to Standard and the
Painting Cursors setting to Normal Brush
Tip. This is also where you can fix another
problem: choosing Full Size Brush Tip will
make your painting cursors appear much
larger than the paint stroke you're apply-
ing. If that's the case, change the Painting
Cursors setting to Normal Brush Tip and

the Toolbox to see if the Edit in
Quick Mask Mode icon is active.
Ifitis, just press Q to activate the
Edit in Standard mode.

Bridge broken

And lastly, if any of the choices found
under the Tools>Photoshop menu

in Bridge stop working, quit Bridge,
double-click Bridge's icon to re-launch
it, and immediately hold down Shift-
Option-Command (PC: Shift-Alt-Con-
trol) to reset your Preferences and get
things working again.
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; Ben Willmore is the best-selling author of Adobe Photoshop CS2 Studio Techniques and Up to Speed: Photoshop CS2, as well as co-author of How
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